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‘+ SLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND OW EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARDS MEN.”—LUKE II. 14 
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From the Christian Reflector. 


ON THE NAME, SON OF GOD, 


Tue term Son of God, ts equivalent to that 
of Messiah, Christ, the anointed. Jesus 1s 
the £on of God because he ia the Messiah, or 
the Christ, promised and foretold by the 
prophets ; and sanctified and set apart by the 
[ather, for that high and honorable office.— 
John x. 34, 35,36. ‘* Jesus answered them, 
is it not written in your law, I said, ye are 
Gods ? If he called them Gods, unto whom 
ibe word of God came, and the scriptures can- 


© pot be broken, say ye of him whom the Fa 


ther hath sanctified and sent into the world, 
thou blasphemest ; because | said, | am the 
Son of God?” In this passage, our Saviour 
claims the title of Son of God, on!y on ac- 
count of the Father’s sanctification, or his be 
ing the anointed of God ; only on account of 
those wonderfal endowments, and extraordi- 
nary qualifications, which the Father had be- 
stowed apon him as the great teacher and ia- 
stracto ind: and the author of the 
ation. ‘The word Christ, and 






terms of the same import and meaning : thus 


> Matt, xvi. 16. “ Peter answered and said, thou 


art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” — 
John xii..7- Martha says, “ Lord | believe 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world.””> Matt, xxvi. 63. 
‘« And the high priest said unto him, | adjure 
thee by ‘he living God, that thou tell us 
whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God.” 
Acts viii. 37. “* And he answered and said, | 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
Jobn xx. 31.“ These (things) are written, that 
ve might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing ye might-have 
life through his name.” ‘These quotatians 
make it abundantly evident, that the first fol. 
lowers of our Lord considered the sonship of 
Jesus, and his being the Christ or anointed 
of God, as one and the same thing ; because 
this sense included ‘in it a belief of the divine 
mission of Jesus : and of his authority as a 
teacher sent from God; and of that fulness 


af the spirit which dweltin him, and whereby 
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he performed all his miraculous works, John 
i, 31 33,39. “ And Join bare record, say- 
ing, | saw the spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and it abode upon him. And J 
knew him not; but he that sent me to baptize 
with water. the same said unto me, Upon 


‘whom thou shalt see the spirit descending and 


remaining on him, the same is he which bap- 
tizeth with the Holv Spirit. And I saw and 
bare record that this is the Son of God.” 

The apostle to the Romans tells as, that 
Jesus is called the Son of God, on account of 
his resurrection from the dead, * concerning 
his Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was born 
of the race of David, according to the flesh ; 
(is@. by natural cescent, as the words, ac- 
cording to the flesh, import,) end declared to 
be the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead.”?” S<e Romans i. 3, 4. 
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OW JUDGING JUSTLY. 


A reRFECTLY just and sound mind is a rare 
and invaluable gift. But it is still much more 
unusual tosee such a mind unbiassed in all 
its actings. God has giventhis soundness of 
mind but to few; anda very small number 
of those few escape the bias ofsome predilec- 
tion, perhaps habitually operating ; and none 
are, at gil times and pertectly, free. 1 once 
saw this eubject forcibly illustrated. A 
watchmaker told me that a gentleman had 
put an exquisite watch into his hands, that 
went irregularly. It was as perfect a piece 
of work ae was ever made. He took rt to 
pieces and put il together again twenty times. 
No manner of defect was to be discovered, 
and yet the watch went intolerably. At 
last it struck him, ithat, possibly,the balance- 


wheel might have been near a magnet. On_ 


applying a needle:to it, he found bie suspi- 
cions true. Here was ail the mischief. The 
steel work in the other parts of the watch bad 
a perpetual influence on its motions; and the 
watch went as well as possible with a new 
wheel. ‘If the soundest.mind be maenetizzeD 
by any predilection, it must act irregularly, 
‘Cecil’s Remains. 
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ON THE IMPSRSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
{From ‘the Christian Reflector.) 


A vance portion of our fellow Christians 
suppose, that the term Holy Spirit, used In 
the scriptures, denotes a real person, one of 
the sacred Three ofthe imaginary Trinity of 
nersonsin the Divine Essence, [i has been 
thought from the commission of the disciples, 
Matt. xxviii. 19. to baptize’ in the name of 
the Holy Spirit conjointly with the name of 
the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit mast 
bea person. In other places we read of be 








ing baptized with the Holy Spirit, io this 
sense it cannot be at all uncerstood to be a 
pereon, but a gift, a grace, a qualification, and 
we find that the Holy Spirit, or the miraculous 
powers followed, often as a natural conse- 
quence of baptism, Acts ii. 38. Then Peter 
said unto them repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the Holy 
Spirit. The centurian appears to have re- 
ceived the gift of the Spirit before baptism, 
Acts x. 47. Canany man forbid water that 
these ehould not be baptized, which have re- 


a 


ment use aud which are supposeé to teach 
the doctrine of the real personality of the’ 
Holy Spirit. Perhaps it would be sufficien: Fi 
to dbserve that the Scrfptures abound with [7 
personifications of qualities, &c. This Wis. | 
dom is personified in the Kook of Proverbs—. [ 
Shehath builded her house, fc. Folly is ai. 
so personified, Charity, Paul saith, 1 Cor, 
xiii. 4, 5,6,7, suffereth long, and is kind; 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, sceketh not her own, 
&e: Deathis said to reign as a monarch ;— 
and Sin is said to reign unto Death, which ter. | 
minates ber domain, The last Enemy, Death.) 
shall be destroyed. The wisdom of God.) 
and the grace or favor of God are also repre.|/ 
sented with personal qualities and atributes,| 
but we do not call them real persons. 
It appears to me then, what isa gift--shed}_ 


| abroad tn the heart-partictpated or shared in ; 


common by christians, cannot be regarded as} 
a person, any more than grace, mercy, and) 
peace, which the apostle Pau', so often wishes] 
to’be with the christian churches. 
. seo 
WHAT HAS NOT BEEN BELIEVED !! 





ceived the Doly Spirit..(i. e. the miraculous 
powers,) as well as we. Acis x.45, And 
they of the circumcision were astonished, as 
many as came with Peter, because that on 


As the following curious document, com.| 
monly called the creed of St. Athanasius, cel-[> 
ebrated asit ts, is not very common. in thish 








t country, we have thoug).t it might be of some) 
the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the | service to the cause of free enquiry to give 


Holy Epizit. 


on them, a3 on use at the beginning, &c. ec. 
In all these places the Holy Spirit is called a 
Gift, but in these last words of Peter it is 
called a Gift which God gave, and the words 
of our Lord are quoted where he mentions 
that his Apostles should be baptized. with the 
Holy Spirit not many days hence. 
Baptist used the same kind of language re- 
specting the Spirit, He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. Now whatcan 
be understood by being baptized with a per- 
son,—of God’s giving a holy person to the 
Christians,—of a person falling upon them, 
Ye. &e ? 

I know it will be, objected by our. orthodox 
brethren, that the Holy Spirit is spoken of 
under strong personal characters in some parts 
of the New Testament—-as the comforter, or 
advocate, | will send him unto you.—When he, 
the spirit of truth. is come.—All these work. 
eth that one-and the self-same spirit, dividing 
to every man as he will.—It is said that he 
maketh intercession. &c. &c. 


Peter remarks Acts xi. 15--17. | it a place upon our pages. 


And as I began tospeak the Holy Spirit fell | 


John the | 





These are some of the etrongest expres. 
sions. which the.writers of the.New Testa- 


'ao the service, if not to the actual dismission, | 


It may be of some} © 
service tohold up to public viewa creed, 
which however shocking it may be to the} 
ears of our orthodox brethren at the present) 
day and io this country, has for so many ages} 
béen almost universaily received, and 13 still] 
read or chaunted in the religious service of] 
the greatest part of the Christian world. It) 
may indeed be regarded as a striking evi-}) 
cence of the progress of free enquiry and off 
rationa! anid scriptural views of religion, that] 
this famous creed bas been dropped from the! 
liturgy. of vur Episcopal brethren in this coun-) 
try. And evea in England, where ithas| 
deen so tong retained to the disgrace of the en-| | 
lightened establishment in that country, there 
issome reason to hope, that its violent. and] 
unhailowed spirit may not long be breathed! 
oy persons pretendiog to the Christian name.) 
We allude to the fact that on two of the days| 
within the last year,on which this creed is'ap-| 
pointed to be read, it was omitted in the chap- |” 
pel where the king attended ;—a prelude we} 
may be allowed to hope, to‘its gradual’ disuse | 


of it from the liturgy. 
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)” The Father eternal, the Son eternal ; and 
| the Holy Ghost eternal ; 








> the Holy Ghost 1s God ; 
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ATHANASIAN CREED. 

Wrosotver will be saved : before all things | 
tis necessary that he hold the Catholic Paith. 

Which Faith, except every one do keep 
whole and sndefiled : without doubt he shail 

erish evertasting'y. 

And the Cathoitc Faith ts this: That we) 
worship 9ne God ia Trinity, and Trinity in | 
Unity ; , ir 

Neither confownding the Persons : nor di- 
yiding the Sabstance. 

For there is one Person of the Father, an- 
other of the Son: and another of the Holy 
Ghost. aS 

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost is all cne: the“Glory | 





equal, the Majesty co-eternal. ‘ 
Such as the Father is, such’is the Son: and 
such is the Holy Ghost. ; 


The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate: 
and the Holy Ghost uncreate. 
' "The Father incomprehenstble, the Son in- 
comprehensible : and the Holy Ghost. incom- 
rehensible. 


And yet they are not three eternals: but 
one eternal. | 

As also there are not three incomprehensi- 
bles, nor three uncreated : but one uncreated, 
and one incomprehensible. 

Solikewiwse the Father is Almighty, the 
Son Almighty : and the Holy Ghost Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God: and 


And yet they are not taree Gods ; but one 
God. 

So likewise the Father is Lord, the Son 
Lord: and the Holy Ghost Lord ; : 
And yet not three Lords : bat one Lord. 

For like as we are compelled by the Christ- 
ian very, to acknowledge every person by 
himself to be God and Lord ; 

So are we forbidden by the Catholic Reli- 
gon, to sav, There be three Gods, or three 

or 8. 

The Father is made of none : neither cre- 
ated, nor begotten. | 

The Son iz of the Father alone: not made, 
nor created, but begotten. 

The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and of 
the Son : neisher made, nor created, nor be- 


And in this Trinity none is afore, or afler 
other : nonce is greater or less than another ; 

But the whole three persons are co-cterna! 
together : and co equal. 

So that in ail things. as is aforesaid: the 
Uoity in Trinity, and the Vrinity ia Unity is 
to be worshipped, 

He therefore that will be saved; must 


thus think of the Trinity. 


Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting 
salvation : that he also believe rivhtly the in- 
carnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


For the right Faith ia, that we believe and 
confess: that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, is God and Man; 


God of the Substance of the Father, begot- 
ten before the worlds: and Man of tae Sub- 
stance of his mother born in the world ; 


Perfect God and Perfect Man; of a rea- 
sonable soul, and human flesh subsisting ; 


Equa! to the Fatber, as touching his God- 


head : and inferior to the Father, as touching 
his manhood, 


Who although he be God and Man; yet ‘he 
ig not two, but one Christ ; 


One; not by conversion of the Godhead 
into flesh ; but by taking of the Manhood into 
God ; 

One altogether ; not by confusion of Sub- 
stance : but by unity of Person. — 


For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one 
man : so God and Man is one Christ ; 


Who suffered for onr salvation: descend. 
ed into hell, rose again the third day from 
the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, he sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father God almighty, : from 
whence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead. 


At whose coming all men shail rise again 
with their bodies: and shall give account for 
their own works. 


And they that have done good, shall go in- 
to life everlasting ; and they that have done 
evil into everlasting fire. 

This is the Catholic Faith: which except 
a man believe fajthiully, he cannot be saved. 


‘Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 





gotten, but proceeding. 


So there is one Father, not three Fathers ; | 
one Son, not threeSons: one Holy Ghost, 


Mot three Holy Ghosts. 





to the Holy Ghost ; 


As it wasin the begianing, is now, and ey- 
er shall be : world withouteng. Amen. — 
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HE REFORMATION, AS 1T RESPECTS DOC 
TRINES, WAS PARTIAL, 


LuTner, and other reformers, made less 
changes in the doctrines, than in the rites and 
ceremonies of the Papal Church. Indeec, 
the degree in which they removed the cor- 
ru tions that had been introduced, was.very 
limited. Most of the articles of the Luther- 
an and Calvinistic systems had long been es- 
tablished by the authority of the holy mother 
Church. 

The following may be taken-as a summa- 
ry of Luther’s faitih—He denied the doctrine 
of free will, and asserted that in all men do, 
they act from necessity. He held that all the 
actions of men, ina state of nature, are sin- 
ful; and that their virtues are crimes. He 
was 4 most strenuous advocate for the real 
presence of the body and blood of Christ in 
the eucharist. On this subject, a long and 
bitter controversy existed between Luther 
and Zuingiias, of Switzerland—a_ controver- 
ey which occasioned a breach among the fol- 
lowers of these great men that was never 
healed. Asit respects doctrinal points, there 
was not a material difference between the 
Lutheran and Calvinistic systems. 1! mention 
this now, because | shall presently show that 
all the leading doctrines of these systems 
were the establiehec doctrines of the Papal 
Church. Melancthon was unquestiovably 
more mild and liberal, and more reform 
ed than Luther; but be became not the 
head of any particular sect. Zuinglius was 
pre-eminently distinguished among the tre- 
formers of the sixteenth century. He, more 
than any other reformer, divested himself 
of the prejudice of a Popish education, 
carried into the study of the scriptures more 
sound principles of criticism, possessed more 
of the spirit of his Master, and in bis inter- 
course with his fellow Christians, displayed 
more of the charity of the gospel. Admir- 
- ing his general character, | cannot restrain the 
inclination to present to your view an extract 
from his biography. 

“In the character of Zuinglius,” saye his 
tmpartial biographer, “ there appears to have 
heen united all that makes a man amiable in 
private society, with the firmness, ardour, and 
jntrepidity that are indispensable in executing 
‘the great task of reformation. By aature 


mild, his earnestness was the result of the im. 
portance of the cause he. engaged in to. the 
best interests of mankind, not of a dogmatical 
or dictatorial spirit. 


His views were large 





and generous, ind his opinions rose above the 
narrow scale of sect or party. It waa no 
amai! proof of the liberality in that age, that 
he ventured to assert his belief of the final 
happiness of virtuous beathens, and of all good 
men who act up to the lawe engraven on 
their own consciences. His temper was 
cheerful and social,.somewhat hasty, but ia. 
capable of hartoring resentment, or indulging 
envy orjealousy. Asa reformer, he was o.- 
riginal ; for he bad proceeded far in emanci. 
pating himselffrom the superstitions of Rome, 
by the strength of his own judgment, and had 
begun to communicate the light to others, 
whilst Luther still retained almost the whole 
of the Romish system, and long before Calvin 
was,known in the world. He was more learn. 
ed and more moderate than the first of these 
divines, and more humane and kind-hearted 
than the last, He wrote many works of alili. 
ty in their day ; and the retorm, of which he 
was the author, still exists unchanged among 
a people distinguished by their morals and 
inéntal cultivation.” 

To this biographical sketch I will add, that 
when the Roman Catholic cantons ol Switzer. 
land, in arms invaced the territory of their 
reformed brethren, to force them to return 
within the pale of the Papal Church, Zuingli- 
us went out with his countrymen ir defence 
of Christian liserty, and perished on the field 
of battle. Despesately wounded, he was 
left senselesson the ground. A Roman Cath- 
olic soldier, who found him. so far recovered 
as tocroas his arms on his breast, and raise 
his eyes to heaven, offered to bring a confess. 
or, and exhorted him to recommend his sou! 
to the virgin Mary. Zuinglius declined the 
proposal, and the soldier furiously exclaimed, 
* Die, then, obstinate heretic,” and pierced 
him through with bis sword. A priest who 
had once been his colleague at Zurich, but 
who was his opponent as a reformer, intense- 
ly gazing on the corpse, proclaimed, ‘* What: 
ever may have been thy faith, | am sure thou 
wert always sincere, and that thou lovedst thy 
country. May God take iby sou! to his mer- 
cy. 9 

A high claim in favor of the system of Cai- 
vinism is made in our country, va the decla- 
ration that this containa-the doctrines of the 
reformation. The doctrine of the trinity, and 
the whole class of articles. of faith, which 
with us.are proudly denominated the ortho- 
dox creed, it is conhdently. affirmed, were. tbe 
peculiar docirines of the reformers ; anc | 
dombt not that many are led to. believe tha! 
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these articles of faith were embodied by Lu- 
ther and Calvin, who purified them from the 
corruptions which were introduced into the 
doctrine of the gospel by the Roman pontiff. 
Nothing is more distant from the reality.— 
‘he most that can be consistently affirmed 
js, that the reformers left these doctrines as 
they found them, on the formularies of the 
Papal Church. All these articles of faith 
were dactrines established by human authori- | 
ty, centuries before the birth of the reform. 
ers, and indeed !ong before the bishop of 
Rome claimed to be the infallible bead of the 
universal! Church. Take first the doctrine of 
the trinity. | 

In the commencement of the fourth centnu- 
ry, a bitter controversy arose respecting the 
divinity of our Saviour. Christians of the 
eastern Church then formed themselves into 
two gtand divisions, under the denomination 
of Trinitarians and Arians. Sometimes the 
ruling power of the state favored one denomi 
nation, and sometimes the other ; but which- 
ever party predominated, their opponents 
were persecuted by expulsion from office, by 
banishment and by death, in violation of the 
spirit of our religion, and to the scandal of 
the Christian profession. 

Before the middle of this century, the coun 
cil of Nice was assembled. Until this time, 
no divine, | believe, had publicly asserted the 
eqnality of the Son withthe Father. Though 
this council condemned the Arian doctrine, 
and decreed that the Son is of the same es- 
sence with the Father, yet many of the mem. 
bers held to the supremacy of the Father. 

The divinity of the Holy Ghost was not 
deeply agitated in this council. Bat a pre- 
late of the Church, having deciared, that the 
Holy Ghost is “a divine energy diffused 
throughout the universe, and nota person 
Gistinct from the Father ane the Son,” a gen- 
eral council convened at Constantinople in. 
the year 381, pronounced this sentiment he- , 
retical. “ An hundred and fifty bishops, who 
were present at this council,” says Mosheim, 
“ gave the finishing touch to what the council 
of Nice had left imperfect, and fixed in a full 
apd determinate manner, the doctrine ofthree 
persons in one God, which is yet received a- 
mong the generality of Christians.” 

In the subsequent age, angry disputes pre- 
vailed respecting the divine and human na- 
tures of Christ. From the controversies of 
the fourth century, the doctrine of the trinity 
assumed the Athanasian form, and from the 
Greek polemics was handed down through 


the western Church to protestant professors. 
The article of faith on the dottrine, in the 
confessions of Augsburg and Dozt, of the epis- 
copal, the presbyterian, and congregational! 
Churches, may be traced to the controversies 
of the fourth century. 

With what propriety then can the doctrine 


formation ? In its present form it was estab- 
lished in an ignorant age of the Church ; and 
ithas been transmitted through succeeding 


All that can with truth be aflirmed is, that 
the reformers did not materially alter this ar- 
ticle of faith, which they found in the Papal 
establishment. 

There is no more reason for denominating 
the doctrine of original sin, total depravity,ir- 
respective cecreesa, special grace, and other 
particles of the Calvinistic creed, the doctrines 
of the reformation, than that of the trinity.-- 
These were the subjects of most bitter con- 
troversy as early as the fifth century. Hear 
the language of an ecclesiastical historian re- 
specting the character of the theologians who 
introduced them.—* Many points of religion 
were more largely explained, and many of its 
doctrines determined with more accuracy and 
precision, than they had been in the prece- 
ding ages. ‘This was owing to the controver- 
sies that were multiplied at this time, (hrough- 
out the Christian world, concerning the per- 


ruption and depravity of man; the natural 
ability of mento live according to the dic. 
tates of the divine law ; the necessity of the 
divine grace in order to salvation; the na- 
ture and existence of human liberty, and oth- 
er such intricate and perplexing questions. — 
‘The sacred and venerable simplicity of the 
primitive times, which required no more than 
true faith in the word of God, and a sincere 
obedience to his holy laws, appeared little 
better than custicity and ignorance to the 
subtle doctors of this quibbling age. Yet so 


divines, who attempted to explain the nature 
and remove the difficulties of theee intricate 
doctrines, succeeded very illin this matter, — 
Instead of leading men into the path of hum. 
ble faith and genuine piety, they bewildered 
them in the labyrinths of controversy and 
contention, and rather darkened than illus- 
trated the sacred mysteries of religion, by a, 





uous terms, and obscure distinctions. Hence 
arose new matier of animosity and dispute, 


of the trinity be called the doctrine of the re-. 


centuries on the strength of human authority. 


son and nature of Christ; the innate cor- . 


it happened, that many of the over curious. 


thick cloud of unintelligible eubtletics, ambig- 
































































































any oppression of grief or of ingratitude or of 
contempt ; then in justice to sach a being, 


— 





Ama ne 





126 THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN. 


ee 





— 


of bigotry and uncharitableness, which flow- 
ed like a torrent through sacceeding ages, 
and which all human efforts seem unable to 
vanquish. In these disputes, the heat of pas- 
sion, and the excessive force of religious an 
tipathy and contradiction, hurried frequently 
the contending parties jnto the most danger- 
ous extremes.’? Dr. Bancroft. 
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ON THE DEATH OF YVHRIST. 





f,veater dove hath no man than this, that a 
nin ley down his life for his friends. John 
XV. 13. 

Ix order to form some just conceptions of 
‘he value of a benevolent action, and of the 
torce of obligation which sach an actor 
throws apon the beings whom it has made 
happier, it is necessary to take into view these 
‘wo considerations—first, the personal sac- 
riices submitted to by the benefactor him- | 
self; and secondly, the degree of happiness , 
for which these sacrifices were made, and 
which has actually resulted from them. If 
for instance we perceive in any individual 
the evidences of a pure and disinterested ai- 
‘ection ; ifforthe sake of adding something 
{o our enjoyments we perceive him yielding 
what is necessary to his own, denying him- 
self reasonable gratifications, submitting ree- 
olutely to calamities, and persevering steadily 
and without fear in his exertions ; it is im- 
possible not to feel that the obligations of 
gratitude, and of reciprocal affection and be- 
neficence press upon us strongly. If we per- 
ceive these disinterested efforts, made for the 
sake of producing not merely our own per. 
sonal good, but extended and universal hap- 
piness ; if this generoes benefactor is willing 
to devote his whole existence to this one 
object ; if itis the point to which all the fer- 
vor of his affections is directed,in which all 
the rays of his understanding converge ; if he 
is not only willing to spend bis whole life in 
performing external acts of benevolence, but 
is willing to divest himself of every personal 
consideration and after -having used his life 
for the good of mankind, .1# willing for the 
same purpose to lay it down in any circum- 
stances, amid any horrozs of torture, under 











our hearts should be full of admiration, of fer 
vent.love,and of sacred reverence. As the 
gift conferred is the bighest possible felicity, 
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him the highest possible honor. There can 
be no stronger case stated. No character 
more sublime can be conceived. No obli- 
gations can be more forcible than those which 
require (he subjects of so immense a privilege, 
to render on their part the tribute of graii- 
tude and of obedience. 


Such a character has exisicd. Jesus 
Christ was the most remarkable instance of 
disinierested affection, the most glorious sac- 
rifice of every personal consideration to the 


|happiness of mankind that ever was or ever 


will be exhibited on carth; Jesus Christ was 
born, he lived, and be died that he might ac- 
complisi a scheme of beneficence, which aim- 
ed at nothing less than the reformation and 
the endless felicity of the whole world.— 
flow pure was his love, bow steady and ar. 
dent was his zeal, how unconquerable bis rer- 
severance! Jesus Christ never thought of 
himself. He soared far above the cares, the 
solicitudes gad slavery of worldly ambition. 
He sought no honour and no rewards from 
men ; he trembied at no Ganger; he shrunk 
from no toil. He held his way firm and fear. 
less amidst the shafts of contempt and malice, 
amidst the clamors of reproach, amidst all 
the fury of active and bitter enemies. What 
a life was his ! What comforts did he not re- 
linquish ! What trials did he not endure ! 
He was poor and friendless, butno hardships 
could break his spirit. He was rejected by 
the world ; he was forsaken by his friends ; 
he stood alone. But ingratitude could 
neither destroy his patience nor bis love. 
He saw folly and wept-over it; he piti- 
ed his enemies and forgave them. At 
length the bour came when he must die. 
He had seen himeelf the appointed agent in 
the bands of his and oar Father of enlightening 
the world and saving it. He had lived only for 
the the glory of his Father, and he knew that 
it wasa part of the scheme of salvation that 
he should perish miserably in the face of the 
people. Death wasnow at band—a dread- 
ful death ; a sight so appalling that natore 
fainted. But his love was stronger than na; 
ture. He would not leaye his task unfinished. 
His soul rose above the fear of persona) an- 
guish. The principle by which he had been 
aniformly governed, the desire of displaying 
to all markind the mercy of God regained its — 
ascendency, and in the view of this most exal- 
ted principle he forgot himself. ‘* Father,” 
said be, ** the hour is come glorify thy son, 





there should be awakened a desire of doing 


that thy son also may glorify thee.” Thus 
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did Jesus Cirist give up bis life for the good 
ef man. He died that we might live, 

in some future numbers will be shown the 
purposes, for which it was necessary that 
Curist should give this last and strongest testi. 
inony Of his love to mankind, S.C. 

—27o 

SCRIPTURE NOT OPPOSED TO REASON. 

ly any thing be, upon good grounds in rea- 
son, received for a divine revelation, (as the 
Holy Scriptures are amongst Christians) no 
mau ought lo be regarded, who from thence 
pretends to maintain any doctrine contrary to 


the natural notions which men have of God; 


such as Clearly, contradict his holiness, or 
goodness, or justice, or do by plain and un* 
deniable consequence, make God the author 
of sin, or the like ; because the very attempt 
to prove any such thing out. of Scripture, 
dogs strike al the divipe authority of those 
books. For if they. be from God, it is certain 
they can contain no such thing. So that no 
man ought: to suffer himself to be seduced in- 
to: any such opinions, upon pretence that 
there are expressions in Scripture, which seem 
to countenancethem. Tor if they really did 
so, the consequence would not be the confirm- 
ing of such opinions; but the weakening of 
the authority of the ecripture itsel!, For 
just so many arguments as any man can draw. 
from ‘scripture forany such opinion, so many 
weapons he puts into the bands of atheists 
against the scripture itself. 

I do not epeak this, as if | thought there 
were any ground from scripture for any such 
doctrine ; lam very certain there is pot.— 
Andif there be any particular expressions, 
which to prejudiced men muy seem to im- 
port any sucir thing, every man ought to gev- 
ern himself in the interpretation of such pas 
sages,by what is clear and plain, aud agreeable 
to the tenor of the bible, and to those-natural. 
notions which men have of God,and of his 
perfections. For when all is done, this is one 
of the surest ways of reasoning,.in religion; 
and whoever guides himself, and steers dy. 
this compass, Can nevererr much; bet whos 
ever. suffers himseli to be led-away by. the 
appearance of some more obscure phrases in 
the expressions of scripture, and the glosses 
of men upon them, wilhout regard to this.rule, 
may run into the greatest delusions, may 
wander eternally, and lose himseli in: one 
mistake after another, and shall never find his 
way outof this endless labyrinth, bot by this 
clue. ivehbishop. Tillotson. 








MEANS OF PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY. 


(“rom Christian Disciple.) 


extending Christianity is more felt than sn 
many pastages. ‘There is much stir, motio., 
and zeal around us in this good cause. Byer 
those, wlio seem not to be burdened by-an 
excess of piety themselves, are in earnest to 
give itto others, ‘The activity of multituces 
is taking strongly this direction ; and as men 
are naturally restless, and want room for ac. 
tion, and will do mischief rather than do 
nothing, a philanthropist will rejoice that 


this new channel is opened for carrying oif 


the <uperabundant energies of multitudes, 
even if'no other: good should result from it. 
We hope however much other goed. We 
trust, that whilst many inferior motives ang 
many fanatical impulses are giving birth and 
action to large bodies in Christendom ; whilet 
the love of sway in some, and the love of 
congregating .in others, and the passion for 
doing something. great and ata distance in all, 
are rearing mighty-institutions among us ;— 
still many sincere christians are governed in 
these concerns by a supreme desire of spread- 
ing christianity. They have found the gos- 
pel an infinite good, and would communicate 
it to their fellow beings. They have drank 
from the fountain of life, and would send forth 
ihe stream to gladden cverv wilderness and 
solitary place, and tu assuage the thirst of ev- 
ery anxious and afflicted mind. ‘They turn 
with continual pleasure to the prophetic pas- 


their wishes, hope a speedy change in the 
moral state of the world, andare’ impatient 
to bear a part im this stupendous renovation. 
That they~ are doing good we doubt not, 
though perhaps notin‘the way which thev 
imagine or would-prefer. The immediate 
and general success of their atlempts would 
perhaps be uitimstely injurious to christianity. 
They are-sending’ out, together with God’s 





werd, corrupt interpretations of some parta oO: 
it, which considerably neutralize its saving: 
power, and occasionally muke it a positive 
injury. ‘They are perhaps to do good, vot 
by success, so much as by failure. Almost 
all.great enterprises are accomplished grad- 
ually, and by methods -which -have been 
lexrot from: many unsuccessful trials, fgom 
a slow ‘accumulation of experience. The 
first labdgess : often do little. moie tha: 





Welive at atime; when the obligaticn «{ 


sagee of scripture, and, interpreting them by - 
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avoid, and’ Low to labor more effectually than 
themselves. But be the iesue what it may, 
sincere Christians who embark in this good 
work, vot from party spirit and self conceit, 
as if they and their sect were depositaries of 
all truth and virtue, but from unaffected phi- 
lanthropy and attachment to Jesus Christ. 
willhave their reward. Even a degree of 
extravagance in such a cause may be forgiv- 
en. Men are willing dhat the imagination 
should be kindled on other subjects ; that the 
judgement should sometimes elumber, and 
leave theatfections to feed on hopes brighter 
than reality : that patriotism, and philanthiro- 
py and the domestic affections, should some- 
times break out in chivalrous enterprizes, and 
should seek their ends by means on which 
the reason may look coldly. Why then shail 
we frown on every deviation from the strict- 
est judiciousness in a concern which appea's 
so strongly to the heart as the extenaion of 
christianity 2 Men may be too rational as 
well as too fervent ; and the man, whose pi- 
ous wish forthe epeedy conversion of the 
world rises into a strong anticipation of the 
event, and who, taking his measure of daty 
from the primitive disciples, covets sacrifices 
in so good a cause, is an incomparably nobler 
spirit thao he, who, believing that the mor- 
al condition of the world is as invariable as 
the laws.of material nature, and seeking pre- 
texts for sloth in a heart-chilling philosophy, 
has no.coucern for the multitudes who are 
sitting. in darkness, and does vothing to spread 
the religion which he.believes.to have come 
from heaven. 

There is one danger however, at a period 
like the present, when we are aiming to send 
Christianity to a distance, which demands at- 
tention. Itia the danger of neglecting the 
best methods of propagating christianity, of 
overlooking much plainer obligations than 
that of converting heathens, of forgetting they 
claims of our religion at home and by our 
fire sides, dt-happens, that on this as on almost 
every subject, our most important duties ar 
quiet, retired, noiseless, attracting little no- 
tice, and administering little powerful excrte- 
ment tothe imagination. The surest etforts 
for extending christianity are those which few 
observe, which are recorded in no magazine, 
blazoned at no anniversaries, immortalized by 
no eloquence. Such efforts, being enjoined 
only by conscience and God, and requiring 





steady, patient, unweatied toil, we are apt to 
everiook, & perhaps never more.so,than when! 


the times turnish a popular substitute for them, 
and when we can discharge our consciences 
by labors, which, demanding little self-denial, 
are yet talked of as the highest exploits of 
christian charity. Hence it is, that when 
most is said of labors to propagate christianity, 
the least may be really and effectually done. 
We hear a torrent roaring, and imagine that 
the fields are plentifully watered, when the 
torrent owesits violence to a ruinous con- 
centration of streams, which before. moved 
quietly in a thousand little channels, moisten. 
ing the hidden roots, and publishing their 
course not to the ear, but to the eye, by the 
refreshing verdure which grew up around 
them. It is proper then, when new’ methods 
are struck out for sending christianity abroad, 
to remind men often of the old fashioned 
methods of promoting ii, to insist on the su- 
periority of the means, which are in almost 
every man’s reach, which require no extensive 
associations, and which do not subject us to 
the temptations of exaggerated praise. We 
donot mean that any exertion. which promis- 
esto extend our religion in any tolerable 
state of purity is to be ceclined. Bunt the 
first rank is to be givén to the efforts which 
God has made the plain duties of men in all 
ranks and conditions of life. Two of these 
methods will be briefly mentioned. 

First. Every individual should feel, that 
whilst his inflaence over other men’s hearts 
and character 1s very bounded, his power 
over his own heart is great and constant, and 
that his zeal for extending christianity is to 
appear chiefly in extending it through his own 
mind and life. Let him remémber that he 
as (ruly enlarges God’s kingdom by invigorat- 
ing his own moral and religious principles, as 
by communicating them to others» ‘Our first 
concern isat home ; our chief work is in our 
own breasts. Jt is idie to talk of our anxiety 
for other men’s souls, if we neglect our own. 
Without personal virtue and religion, we can- 
not, even if we would, do much for the cause 
of Christ. itis only by purifying our own 
conceptions of God and duty, that we can 
give clear ane useful views to others. We 
must first feel the power of religion, or we 
cannot recommend it with an unaffected and 
prevalent zeal. Would we then promote 
pure christianity ? Let ussee that it be plant- 
ed and take root in our own minds, and that 
ro busy concern for others take us from the 
labor of self-inspection, and the retired and 
silent offices of piety. 

7'o be continued, 
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